
                                                                                                                                                                                  

Bible Reading for the Week of April 18, 2021 
 

 O Lord our God. We thank you for your penetrating word that 
pierces our hearts, but heals and helps us as often as we give it our 
attention. We confess that we have so often failed to be very bright 
lights for you. Days have passed by when we are so engrossed with 
our own affairs that we have not even given Christ much thought at 
all- let alone sought to live transparently as Christians – expressing 
our faith and love for you even to our own children, our own families 
and close friends. Please forgive us and give us such a renewed love 
and thankfulness to you that it will flow from our lips and our lives. 
For you glory. Amen.

 
 
Monday  Matthew 5:13, 14; John 8:12 
As we read/watch the news of the day (riots, murders, thievery, and 
perversion of every sort) we cannot pretend that the world is not 
often a pretty dark place. And when we turn to the scriptures and 
specifically the Sermon on the Mount and read about being a Light in 
the World, about the high demands of the law, anger, lust, divorce, 
oaths, retaliation and loving our enemies… we see that we are not 
exempt. These are convicting passages - Jesus shows us we are 
sinners in need of much grace. 
Thank the Lord today that HE is the Light of the world. Read John 
8:12.  “Jesus, that you that You are the Light and you are my Light. 
Thank you for your loving forgiveness for my sins. Help me today to 
walk in your light!”   
 
Tuesday  Matthew 5:14; Acts 2:27 
Do you know someone who is light and a blessing wherever they go… 
despite their own problems? Someone who is unfailingly cheerful, 
positive and builds others up- encouraging them and helping them to 
see their own strengths and gifts. One of the greatest gifts that the 
Lord gave to the Apostle Paul for his hard ministry, was a man named 
Barnabas (whose name means “son of encouragement”) He 
introduced Paul to the suspicious Church as a genuine believer and 
worked with him in much of his ministry. His light shined on Paul in 
many dark hours. How could you be a light of encouragement to 
someone today? Is there anyone who comes to mind? (Maybe 
someone in your own family! “Lord, help me today to shine my light 
as a Christian upon someone in a dark place today.”  

 
 
Wednesday Matthew 5:15, 16; 1Pet 2:9-12 
The Apostle Peter writing to the Church names us as “…a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of His own possession, that 
you might proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” And Jesus, who gives us life and 
calls upon us to reflect his good light, warns us not to hide our light. 
Or lose our saltiness!  Our faith is never to be a private thing. “Lord 
Jesus, help me today not to hide my faith, to hide my love for you. I 
want to shine for you but know I cannot possible do this without your 
help. Give me some opportunity however small, to speak of His 
excellencies and share the loving gospel today. 
 
Thursday   Psalm 130 
Describe the "good fear” of God that his mercy and forgiveness create 
in us. What “bad fear” does love cast out (1 John 4:18)? What 
is surprising about the progression of sin > confession > forgiveness > 
fear, as opposed to what more normally comes to mind: sin > fear > 
confession > forgiveness? What is the difference between 
fear because we’ve sinned and fear as a consequence of 
God’s forgiveness of sins? What is the psalmist waiting for that has 
now come to us in Jesus? Pray for the Spirit’s work of deepening the 
hatred of remaining sin in you, and trembling for joy in forgiveness. 
 
Friday    Jeremiah 33:1-9 
What are the good things God will do in restoring Judah? What is 
the Christian fulfillment of of the promised restoration of Jerusalem? 
Describe the “good fear” that God’s gifts of mercy, forgiveness, and 
gospel welcome create in believers. How do reverence, and even awe, 
fall short of biblical fear of God? Why should the goodness of God 
cause us to tremble? If you don’t tremble before God, why not?  
 
Saturday   Psalm 122 
Be glad to worship tomorrow. Give thanks. Pray for peace in 
Jerusalem (his church throughout the world). 
 


