
                                                                                                                                                                                  
Bible Reading for the Week of February 28, 2021 

 

 Lord Jesus, we behold you as the Lord of glory. You are the God of 
perfect gentleness in whom there is no harshness or bitterness. Your 
mercy towards us has won out over the judgment we deserved. All 
praise and honor to you! 
 Yet we have made distinctions among ourselves; we judge one 
another based on trivial differences. We measure one another according 
to wealth, physical appearance, learning, color, social status or even 
religious graces. When sinned against, we have often chosen judgment 
over mercy. 
 Let the mercy of Christ so captivate us that we gladly show mercy to 
others. Let us see one another as brothers and sisters, heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Christ. Let our love for you and for one another shine like 
stars in this dark world, all for the glory of our Lord Jesus. 

 
 

Monday  Matthew 10:37-39 
Kids, why should you love Jesus? What do you think Jesus thinks about 
you, especially when you’ve done something wrong? What is it about 
Jesus’ heart that helps you love him more? Parents, how much do you 
love Jesus? What can you do that will show your children how valuable 
Jesus is? How do you let Jesus rearrange your life? What do you do just 
because you love Jesus? Is repentance bitter all the way down? Or a 
joyful practice? 
 
 

Tuesday  Mark10:13-16 
What made Jesus angry? Why did he want the children brought to him? 
In what way does Jesus want all of us to be like children (v 15)? What is 
beautiful about Jesus laying his hands on the children? What would it 
mean to you for Jesus to lay his hands on your head? Picture him doing 
that now, and during communion. 
 
 

Wednesday James 1:19-27 
Why is the “royal law according to the Scriptures” called the royal law? 
How is antinomianism contrary to both the law and the gospel? Why is 
the law called the law of “freedom”? Why does showing mercy give you 
greater freedom in your heart than when you make judgments against 
others? Slowly, reflectively make use of the prayer, above, for the rest of 
the week.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thursday   The First Temptation of Christ -   Matthew 4:1-4 
After his baptism our Lord was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 
where he was tempted by the evil one. The devil used the circumstance 
of physical hunger – Jesus having fasted in some manner for then 40 
days. The temptation was probably for Jesus not to trust the Father’s 
purposes in requiring him to fast so long, and to prematurely end the 
fast by his own will and power.  But Jesus uses the occasion to remind 
us to be conscious of our spiritual needs! Bread alone is not sufficient 
for the Christian. We all need to take care of our souls! And that includes 
feeding on the word of God every day!  Taking time to read from 
Matthew 4 is good! Could you add a Psalm? Or a Proverb? Or begin a 
plan to read through the Bible this year!    
 
 
Friday   The Second Temptation of Christ -   Matthew 4:5-7 
Taking Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple and urging him to throw 
himself to the ground far below was likely suggesting he might need to 
test his divinity and his messianic identity, as well as the Father’s care of 
him. If the devil could get Jesus to sin, he would be disqualified as the 
spotless Lamb of God, the 2nd Adam and our savior. But Jesus refuses to 
faithlessly test God. Ask the Lord to give you faith sufficient for the 
temptations you may be facing today. Believe that Jesus will be 
sufficient for you and will give you grace to obey and follow him.   
 
 
Saturday   The Third Temptation of Christ -   Matthew 4:8-11 
In this last temptation Satan offered to give Jesus any worldly gift or 
power or position he wanted… in exchange for his turning from the 
Father and worshipping him! This was a very wicked suggestion. It 
offered the crown without the agony of the cross, and Jesus rejected it 
(Thank God!)  But it was a real temptation. You and I may find ourselves 
temped to idolatry. Tempted to put our own pleasures before Christ in 
our lives. Can you say with the Psalmist: “Whom have I in heaven but 
you, and there is nothing on earth that I desire beside (in place of) you. My 
flesh and by heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever.” ??? 
 
 


