
                                                                                                                                                                                  

Bible Reading for the Week of May 9, 2021 
 

Father, thank you for the grace that has preserved our lives to this 
moment. The lines for us have fallen in pleasant places. Your kindness 
covers us, leads us, and protects us. 

Yet we have often arranged our lives as if our desires and plans 
determined our steps. We’ve made plans as if we determine our 
future. We have boasted, at times silently, in what we know and do. 

 Give us humble and submissive spirits. And above all, by your 
grace, may we resolve to do the right things, those things you have 
commanded. 

Fill us with the Spirit so our hearts delight to serve you, even in 
the mundane tasks before us each day. Let us see our work as 
expressions of kingdom faithfulness. Let us do all things with joy and 
for your glory. 

In the glorious name of Jesus. 

 
 
Monday  Habakkuk 2:6-20 
How does this passage demonstrate the biblical principle that one 
reaps what he sows (Galatian 6:7-8)? Give an example from one of the 
5 woes of how evil has in it the seeds of its own destruction. Each of 
these “woes” is a gross example of living by sight, and not by faith. Do 
you see yourself, even in a mild degree, in any of those forms of self-
worship? What do you need to see more clearly? What about Jesus do 
you need to look at more deeply? And, do you need to talk less? 
Having looked again at Jesus and his kingdom, what do you need to 
stop saying? God honors Habakkuk’s complaints enough to answer 
them (and yours!). But when do you need to be quiet and simply live 
by faith?  
 
Tuesday  Psalm 103 (in preparation for next Sunday night) 
How does your faith-connection to Jesus grant you each one of the 5 
benefits of verses 2-5? What is the Father’s disposition toward you 
(vs 8-11)? How does the fullness of his forgiveness unlock praise 
throughout the day (vs 10-11)? Why is it significant that the Father 
shows compassion and knows you intimately? How does knowing 
that lubricate your prayers?   
 
 
 

 
 
Wednesday James 4:11-12 
What plans have you made as if you determine your own future? Have 
you boasted, even silently, in a sense of your own invincibility?  How 
does faith in God’s sovereignty lead to both flexibility and humility? 
What is the difference between a “right” and an “upright” decision? 
How can pressure to make a “right” decision lead to unnecessary 
anxiety? What is an “upright” decision? Why is it liberating to make 
and follow through upright decisions?  
Take this passage to heart by using the prayer of confession, above, 
throughout this week. 
 
Thursday Proverbs 31:10-31 
Although it may be tempting for married women to roll their eyes as 
they read about the super-women of Proverbs 31, the Holy Spirit does 
want us to celebrate an excellent wife and names her as “far more 
precious than jewels”. What is it that most impresses us about this 
woman?  What honor does she rightly receive? 
 
Friday   John 19:25-27 
In taking precious time and attention for his grieving mother during 
his crucifixion Jesus was doing more than keeping the 5th 
Commandment (Honor your and mother, so that you may live long…” 
he was also giving Christians an example and precedent in how we do 
that- even and perhaps especially as adult children. How does our 
society regard and treat the aged? What can we do as Christians to 
honor our mothers and fathers?   
 
Saturday   1 Samuel 1 
In the 1st chapter of 1Samuel we are introduced to Hannah the mother 
of one of the most important prophets and judges of Israel. Given 
what we learn about the poor parenting skills of Eli the Priest who 
become his “parent” after Hannah brings him to serve in the temple, 
we must assume that she had a strong and continuing influence upon 
her son. Looking through the text what can we learn from Hannah and 
her relationship to Samuel? 


