
                                                                                                                                                                                  
Bible Reading for the Week of January 10, 2021 

 

You are the sovereign King who rules over all things for your own 
glory, and for our good.  Let us grow in humble and joyful submission to 
your kingdom purposes. 

We have failed to obey your call to endure insults from others, and 
have retaliated instead.  In doing so, we have missed opportunities to 
experience fellowship with Jesus. 

We have often despised suffering, perceiving it to be a sign of your 
neglect, and so have missed the opportunity to enjoy your sustaining 
grace. 

Let us follow the prophets, who suffered gladly for your kingdom.  
Let us follow Jesus who when he was reviled did not revile in return, and 
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but entrusted himself to him who 
judges justly. 

 In the strong name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
 

Monday  Hosea 11:1-9 
What do you often think your sins stir up in God? How does God feel about 
you when you have “done it again”? Why does your sin stir up compassion 
in the Father’s heart? Do you think of God being in your image more than 
you being in his image? And what difference does that make for you? 
 

Tuesday  Isaiah 55:1-11 
What is the generous about the welcome in vs. 1-3? What is both beautiful 
and surprising about the gospel call of verses 6-7? What do you see of the 
Father’s heart? To what is the highness of God usually applied (vs 8-9)? In 
light of vs 6-7, how should we properly apply it? How bracing is that! 
 

Wednesday James 1:1-8 
Why must we remember that we are sojourners in a foreign land? How can 
remembering we are sojourners help prepare us for trials (v 2)? What kind 
of trials should we expect? How does a mindset of entitlement contribute to 
being double-minded and unstable (vs 6-8)? Look to God’s promises. 
 

Thursday  Revelation 5:1-5; Psalm 33 
The scroll with seals that the Father held in his hand (vs 1) represents the 
eternal plans and purposes of God… even the planned redemption of the 
Son! Nothing could go forward without the opening of the scroll, which is 
why John wept when he discovered that there was no one who could open 
it. But Christ was worthy to receive the scroll and open its seal. How does 
this relate to Psalm 33:10-12? Can any man, or government... or any “chance 
occurrence”, frustrate the purposes and plans of God? Remind yourself that 
God’s unfailing love and good purposes are upon all of his people! 
 

 
Friday  Revelation 5:1-10 
We used to sing a little chorus in a church I once attended: “The Lion of 
Judah will break every chain, and give to us the victory again and again” And 
this is true. The chains of sin and addiction and a bad conscience are broken 
by the power of Christ. He is strong to save and protects us for His and our 
enemies. Satan and his tempters cannot stand before the Lion of Judah. But 
as John shows us in his vision in Rev. 5: 5 & 6 the Lion is also the Lamb… He 
who takes upon himself the debt and condemnation of our sin. The Love of 
God is seen perhaps even more strikingly in His giving us the Lamb than 
giving us the Lion! The blood stained head of the Lamb bears a kingly 
leonine crown!    
 
Saturday  Revelation 5:11-14 
Already in Rev. 5:1-12 we have seen a great scene of worship in heaven with 
the 4 Living Creatures (Cherubim), the 24 Elders (the 12 Old Testament 
Tribes of Israel + the 12 New Testament Apostles) – but ultimately referring 
to God’s people, the Church. They are joined by the entire host of Heaven 
(numbering 10,000 times 10,000), but finally (verse 13) John looks to see 
EVERY creature in all of God’s creation on heaven & earth and the 
sea….worshiping the Father and the Son…  There will be no one on earth 
who will not ultimately worship the Lord. Not all will do so with any great 
joy in their hearts- but rather compelled by the glory of God and filled with 
fear! But for those who have confessed and sought to follow him in this 
earthly age…once glance at Jesus will “pay all”! Every tear wiped away, 
every regret and doubt vanished! That’s a good thought for any day! 


